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AFRICAN-AMERICANS IN SIMSBURY

About Simsbu nnectic

The town of Simsbury is one of the oldest in Connecticut. Initially an area ten miles
square, the town embraced what are now Granby and East Granby (then Turkey Hills) on the
north and east, Canton on the west and a portion of Bloomfield on the east. The town straddles
the Farmington River, which traverses it from south to north.

Simsbury was settled by two qualities of people. Many belonged to the second
generation of Puritans who had followed the Reverend Wareham from Dorset in England to
Dorchester in Massachusetts, from there to Windsor, Connecticut and thence to Simsbury. They
were joined by a number of independent entrepreneurs who had left England in search of
opportunity and a better life.

The first settlers appear to have arrived from Windsor about 1653. Subsequent Indian
raids and resettlement followed and in 1670, the town was granted official status by the General
Court of the Connecticut Colony. The First Church and Ecclesiastical Society became the
governing body of the town and persisted as such until the division between church and state was
legislated in 1830. The Society served not only as town adjudicator and collector of taxes but
also as the monitor of behavior and morals.

- Meanwhile, Simsbury had become an inland frontier town, prepared for assault by
marauding Indians and at the same time, ripe for agricultural development by family economic
units benefitting from entitled land grants. The education and literacy level of this community was
modest, typical of second-generation immigrants of the period who lacked formal schooling. This
rather isolated farming community had little connection with the more affluent and sophisticated
Connecticut River towns, which enjoyed trade with the West Indies. These river towns flourished
on the exchange of timbers, grain, pitch and turpentine for rum, other produce, and slaves. The
initial Simsbury settlers provided some of the necessary pitch and turpentine. In return, although it
could not compete with the merchants and trade of the Connecticut harbors and certainly was not
a mecca for transported Africans, the town did in time attract a number of blacks who found
employment with local families and became a gentle part of the community. Some tried to
emulate their pioneer overseers. Others were willing to serve as paid substitutes in the War of the
Revolution. A few remained in the area as family units, with varying degrees of success.

Although Simsbury historically did not have a large black population or serve as an
identifiable "underground railway" station, a number of black people did play a role in Simsbury's
past. In view of the heightened interest in African-American history, it seems appropriate to
examine and recognize the contributions, as well as the disappointments, of those early and
unheralded participants in the small northeastern towns of this nation.!



In The Colonial Era

No sooner had the Connecticut colony been established than shiploads of blacks from
Africa were brought to Connecticut ports and river towns to be sold as slaves. Their
purchasers included prominent citizens and ministers, among them the Reverend Timothy
Woodbridge of Hartford. It is not surprising, therefore, that his nephew, Timothy, was
probably Simsbury's first slave owner.

Young Timothy's instincts ran as strongly to copper mining as to his stormy Simsbury
First Society ministry. State records include a bill of sale of a male Negro named Quaw on
February 26, 1727, to the Reverend Woodbridge by John Jacob Luttroth.2 Mr, Luttroth was the
attorney for the New York and Dutch investors in the copper mines at Newgate in that part of
early Simsbury known as Turkey Hills and now as East Granby >

When he tried to sell a slave he found unsatisfe%ry, Timothy's son Theophilus ran into
trouble. Superior Court records report that, in May of 1744, a Benjamin Arnold sued
Theophilus Woodbridge and recovered one-hundred pounds and costs, presenting evidence that
"Woodbridge sold him a Negro slave named Pegg of about 25 years, stating that she was sound as
far as he knew, but petitioner has evidence that Woodbridge knew the girl was unhealthy,
troubled with fits of distraction and unfit for service."*

Timothy Woodbridge and his uncle were not the only ministers in the new colony to own
slaves. In the archives of the Simsbury Historical Society is a bill of sale to Simsbury Town Clerk
John Owen, dated August 1759 and signed by Timothy Dwight, Jr. and Timothy Edwards,
Executors, stating that for the sum of twenty-three pounds, they had "sold and delivered two
Negro slaves viz the one a Negro man named Joseph, the other a Negro woman named Su and
wife to the said Jo, which slaves were lately the proper goods of the said Jonathan Edwards
deceased, bought of one Hezekiah Griswold of Windsor and Wethersfield." The sale was made
on behalf of the estate of Sarah Edwards, widow of the noted preacher and revivalist. It appears
that Su and Jo had remained with her until her death.*

The Joseph Phelps family of the Turkey Hills district apparently felt an affection
and responsibility for its slaves. In his will of 1749, Joseph bequeathed his property, his Great
Bible, and "use of my Negro, Tom" to his wife Mary. His son Joseph, in turn, instructed his wife
Hannah and five sons and five daughters to be the executors of his will, dated 1760, and provided
that "furthermore, I do order my Negro man servant Zickery [sic] and my Negro woman servant,
Citty, that are husband and wife, shall not, after my decease, be put asunder, but have liberty to
choose their master among my children to live with."® This may have been the same Zacheriah (or



Zacky) Prince who enlisted in the Revolutionary forces on the Connecticut Line under Captain
Champion and died a free man in 1779.” Apparently the couple were not the only slaves in the
Turkey Hills area, for it is recorded that in 1775, a seat was built for the Negroes at the church in

that parish ®

Another compassionate master was Andrew Robe, an upstanding Simsbury citizen who
gave of his land to extend the meetinghouse property and participated actively in the community.
In 1760, Robe gave his slave, Peter Cezer, his freedom. The records state that "on 4 June 1739
he bought from Aaron Pinney of Windsor a Negro boy about eight or nine named Cezer Negro."
The boy was later baptized Peter and "having kept in my service until this day, I now do give unto
him his freedom to act in his own name and to receive the profits of his own labor." To assist
Peter in his new status, Robe gave him 31 1/2 acres of land and instructed that "all persons having
dealings with him are desired to treat him as an honest man."’

All master-slave relationships were not so amicable, howver. In 1774, Timothy Moses
placed this advertisement in the Connecticut Courant.

TEN DOLLARS REWARD Run away from the subscriber living in Simsbury, in Hartford
Couanty. on the day before the election in Hartford, a Negro man about 27 years of age, about

5 feet and 8 inches high, and lisps some in his speech: had on when he went away a brown coat
and red waistcoat, a white holland shirt, a new caster hat, a new pair of leather breeches, a pair
of blue... Whoever shall take up said Negro and return him to me shall have ten dollars reward
and necessary charges paid by timothy moses. All persons are hereby forbit to harbor said
Negro on penalty of law."°

. The number of black people in Simsbury apparently increased during the eighteenth
century. In 1762, the Connecticut General Assembly asked for a list of the number of inhabitants
in each town in the Colony of Connecticut. Simsbury reported 2233 whites, 36 blacks and no
Indians. The 1.6 percent of Simsbury's population listed as black was only half the percentage
listed for the entire Colony.™

The American Revolution

It is estimated that, during the period of the American Revolution, blacks made up some
three percent of Connecticut's population and two percent of its armed forces. Many blacks were
manumitted on the basis of their three-year enlistments. Although Simsbury had few black
residents, at least seven black men from Simsbury served in the Revolutionary War. Some served
on their own initiative while others were paid to fight in the place of other men. Joseph Whipple
hired Phillip Negro to serve in his place for a four-year period. Cuff Negro also enlisted, as well
as an anonymous black who was active from 1777 to 1779.

The greatest contribution was made by the Wallis (or Wallace) family. London Wallis and*
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his wife Irana, described as a free mulatto woman, registered the births of five children into the
Simsbury records, four boys and a girl. Mr. Wallis and three of his sons enlisted. The father
became a militia Colonel and carried the title for the rest of his life. Joseph served in the 2nd
Regiment and qualified as a pensioner. After the war, Joseph married a white woman, Antha Hale
of Hartland. London Junior, barely 17 years old, was paid as is substitute by Elnathan Strong,
who had served an earlier term himself. Zebulon, the eldest son, joined Colonel Phelps's regiment
and benefitted from a bounty settlement.”? His son, William, born in 1793, was given to Justice of
the Peace Roger Wilcox to train and raise. "

During the Revolutionary War period, Irana and London added four more girls to their
family. Hannah, Susannah, Esther and Rebekah were baptized at St. Andrew's Episcopal church in
what was then Scotland, now part of Bloomfield. Unfortunately, Irana did not live to see her
children establish their own families after the war. In December of 1779, her death was recorded
by the Reverend Samuel Stebbins of First Church in Simsbury.™*

There are many property deeds and transactions recorded in the Simsbury land records
involving both London [Wallis], "negro lately slave to Isaac Owen of Windsor, deceased, now a
free negro" and a London Freebody, "negro of Capt. Nathaniel Holcomb and wife.""® Although
by then in servitude to Mrs. Mary Griffin, London Wallis enjoyed a considerable amount of
latitude and was able to build a home in Tariffville for his family and eventually, purchase the land
on which it stood. Freed by the late 1750's, he managed to acquire other nearby properties. The
two Londons transacted business between themselves. Freebody lived near the Barn Door Hills
but eventually was so badly in debt that his property was confiscated and he was incarcerated in
Hartford until he could pay his debts, a seemingly impossible requirement. Ill-equipped to conduct
business as free men emulating their white neighbors, neither of the two men were able to prosper

nor retain their properties. !¢
A Black Community in W im

Little more is known about the Wallace family, except for the marriages of some of the
children. However, Abiel Brown, who lived in the northwest part of Old Simsbury, now Canton,
wrote a history about that area in 1856."7 In it, he described a small community of black residents
called "Negrotown" which served as host and anchorage for other black families in transition.
Building lots and oversight were provided by their guardian and landlord, Captain Dudley Case
and his wife, Susanna.

Residents included James Baltimore (or Jim Balt) who arrived with his wife around 1774
and had two children, Polly and Sam. He was later widowed and married Susannah. the daughter
of Col. London Wallace, to establish a second family. Young Sam stayed with Captain Case for
almost thirty years and reportedly, enjoyed a considerable amount of liberty and privilege.

Their neighbors included Charlie Prince, also a former employee of Dudley Case, and his
wife, Tabitha Quamino. The Princes were members of the church and looked upon as solid



citizens. Unfortunately, an improperly executed deed deprived Charles of the property his patron
had given him years before. After his death in 1828, the family apparently dispersed.

Simon Fletcher built a house by the brook on Mr. Case's land and was one of several
fiddlers who lived and played in the community. It was probably his son Hercules to whom
Hannah Wallace was married."® An earlier arrival was Caesar Wilcox, who was brought from
Africa as an adult and became the property of Joseph Wilcox, Jr. When his master died in a fall in
his barn, it was Caesar who found him. So broken was his language that it took some time before
he could signal the sad news to his mistress. Caesar drifted off to New York state and had a
family, but returned later to Simsbury, poor and infirm. Although the Simsbury Selectmen applied
for a warrant on December 18, 1806 to have Caesar " a black man who hath legal settlement in
the state of New York but is now in said Town of Simsbury and is a pauper and chargeable to
said Town" returned to New York, records show that the newly separated town of Canton
assumed his support for six years until he died in 1812, an aged man."

Into the Nineteenth Century

The first U.S. census, taken in 1790, records only two Simsbury men who still owned a
slave - Ezekial Humphrey and Jonathan Pettibone. Pettibone, according to the bill of sale, had
purchased "a negro boy named Samuel Filley" in 1775.. Another eleven "free persons" were
counted, probably either black or native American servants in the households surveyed. (The
total population of Simsbury in 1790 was 2,576.)*° This was two years before the Connecticut
law, passed in 1788, took effect. By that ruling, all persons in Connecticut who had been born
into slavery were declared free in 1792 and all others, when they achieved twenty-five years of
age. It is reported that, on the day of emancipation, many former slaves celebrated with parties or
took several days away from their work but soon settled back into the same life as before, only as

free people.

Details of the lives of those who remained in Sims'bury are sketchy. The accounts of
Jeffrey O. Phelps show the sale of yarn "to a black woman" from his shop in 1814. Although
most of his women customers charged their purchases to their husbands' accounts, or if widows,
to their own, it is noted that the black woman paid cash. Men no longer bound to the conditions
of slavery still found their means of survival tied to tentative contracts. In 1821, Gabriel Reeder
contracted to work for Ariel Ensign for the term of five months for the sum of nine dollars,
subject to a minimum of three days notice.” Gabriel was married to Phoebe Jackson, a daughter
of Peter and Esther.” Although Phoebe is buried in the Jackson family plot at Center Cemetery,
Gabriel was not and may have been buried in Tariffville, where he was living and listed as a
"pauper" in 1860. As was the situation with many black couples, Phoebe was counted in the 1860
Census as living in one household, where she may have been employed, and Gabriel in another.?



In Support of Abolition

Simsbury was not without its champion of the rights of freed blacks to a full life within the
American community. Reverend Allen McLean officiated at the funeral of Richard Eels, M.D. in
September of 1846. A native of and practitioner in Simsbury, Dr. Eels had left Connecticut in
search of his ideals. According to the Reverend McLean, he was "a very zealous, enterprising
abolitionist. He removed from Simsbury to Quincy, Illinois, where he was very successful in the
practice of medicine. In that new country, he was very influential as a citizen and as a Christian.
His zeal in the cause of abolition occasioned him much suffering. Under trials of this description,
his health failed him. He died on his way from Quincy to Simsbury." Eels is buried in the
Simsbury Center Cemetery.?

Dr. Eeels was not alone in his anti-slavery sentiments. For the Anti-Slavery Convention
held at Hartford in 1838, an advertisement encouraging the Convention included printed lists of
sponsors by town. Richard Eels' name was among the fifteen listed as sponsors from Simsbury.?*

The Reverend McLean, the compassionate and caring minister of First Church in
Simsbury, set the moral tone for the town during the Second Great Awakening in the early 19th
century. He recorded not only those occasions at which he officiated but also those community
events which he deemed of merit. His manuscript record notes the deaths of. Peter Jackson,
colored, age 45, in 1810, Rose, a colored woman about 90, the same year, a colored man in
1815; a colored woman, name unknown, age 64, in 1833; a colored woman burned to death in a
small house owned by Judson Phelps (an unsavory local character) in 1851; two young children
of Henry Jackson in 1830 and 1838 and a three-year-old child of Joseph Jackson in 1845.%

In their later years, the household of the Reverend and Mrs. McClean included two black
servants: Richard Wells,-described as a laborer and Laura Bailey, a domestic.”’

It is interesting to note the change in nomenclature from the pre-Revolutionary period,
when "Negro" served as the surname for people such as Peter and Philip, to the subsequent period
of gradual freedom. Account books and Simsbury records refer to "blacks" while the sensitive
rector preferred the term "colored." In 1786, the Anglican Reverend Roger Viets recorded
having officiated at the marriage of "Cudgo of Simsbury with Elizabeth of Westfield, Africans" on

February 22, 1786.%

Demographics

The tables appended to this text, derived from town records and census data, provide
further information about the occupations and conditions of blacks in Simsbury during the
nineteenth century. The Federal Census figures from 1850, 1860 and 1880 underline the transient
nature of those blacks who lived in Simsbury during the second half of the century. In most cases,
the names of persons enumerated on one census did not appear on the subsequent one. Many
served as domestics or laborers in their employers' households. Others were a teammaster, an
ostler, a cook, a dyer in the woollen mill, a barber, or attending school.

4



In 1850 and 1860, most were listed as having been born in Connecticut. However, the
twenty-nine year old Tariffville barber, John Addams, declared in 1860 that he had been born in
Mesaland (assumed to be Africa.) The influx of southern blacks following the Civil War is
apparent in the data from the 1880 Census, where several cited Virginia or Maryland as their

birthplace.

There were very few intact families. The George Hendrick family, described as mulatto,
was counted in 1850. The Hendricks lived in Tariffville where George worked as a dyer in the
woollen mill. Many workers left the community after the mill was destroyed by fire in 1867.
However, it appears that George and Eliza were no longer in town by 1860, or perhaps escaped
the census. Their sons John and Charles, aged fourteen and eight, lived at a local boarding hotel.
Although not listed in the 1880 Census, Charles Hendrick lived to be sixty and died in Simsbury in

1913.

There were two families about whom more information is available, the Jacksons and the
Coopers.

The Jackson family

The life of the Jackson family is documented in town records, memoirs and graves in the
Simsbury Center Cemetery. Seven small stones mark the burial places of three generations of
Jacksons. The first was Peter, reported to have been traded in Bermuda for a native Indian from
Connecticut who had been enslaved by a colonist as a domestic servant but found unsatisfactory.
In 1922, tobacco heir George Mitchelson wrote that his father had told him that "the old colored
family by the name of Jackson were originally brought from Bermuda as slaves, the result of
Indian trading." According to Mitchelson, "the early settlers rid the community of undesirable
Indians by shipping them to the West Indies in exchange for Negroes, and finding this profitable,
they made a business of getting the natives intoxicated and sending them out by way of Hartford
or New York, receiving the Negroes in return. These Negroes came from Cuba, Jamaica and
Bermuda." It is ironic that Peter Jackson is reported by Reverend McLean to have "drowned in a
fit of intoxication," a fate similar to that attributed to his Native American predecessors. Pity the
poor New England native transported to the tropics as well as the slave brought north to this

climate!®

Jackson's wife, Esther, lived to be 98. She purchased a half acre of land and a house east
and south of Hoskins Station, between the Farmington Canal and an old cellar hole. Her son
Harry and daughter-in-law Pamelia acquired adjacent land . When the railroad came through in
1850, Esther Jackson sold to the New Haven, Hartford and North Hampton railroad rights to the
property which included her "old dwelling house, including the old stone in the cellar and
chimney to convert to its own use."** In the 19th century, such foundation and chimney stone
was a valuable commodity. Her unmarried daughter Esther died months after the mother for
whom she had cared through pneumonia and lung disease.* The younger Esther and her sister
worked for a time as a housekeeper-nursemaid for the Zopher St. John family at Hoskins Station.



Nicknamed "Easter" by the St. John children, she was much loved for the good humor and care
which she bestowed upon them during their mother's lengthy illness. This relationship may have
left a lasting impression with little Louisa St. John, who became and educator and eventually
succeeded her husband, Rufus Hitchcock, as President and teacher at Straight College in
Louisiana, a high school level institution for black youth.3

A nephew, William, cared for the horses at the livery in Tariffville before he was killed in
the Civil War. The Jackson family persisted in Simsbury and Tariffville until at least the close of
World War L

The Hartford Courant, in an article published on July 21, 1921 about the Farmington
Canal, which was active from around 1827 to 1850, included the following. "Like all historic
events, the ancient canal has gathered unto itself one or more mossy legends. There is a place
[in Simsbury] known to older residents as "nigger's elbow." Tradition has it that Connecticut had
a counterpart of the fabled lad in Holland who held back the waters of the North Sea by sticking
his thumb in a crack in the dike. Our mythical hero, a colored lad, spied a leak in the canal at
Simsbury while returning home late at night. The situation looked disastrous to him. As the
aperture was too large to be stopped by his finger or hand, he thrust his elbow into the hole and
cried lustily for help. All night he remained with his elbow in the hole, waiting for help to arrive.
At daybreak, an early rising farmer found the all but unconscious boy still sticking at his post. The
unimaginative farmer flatly refused to be alarmed by the leak and urged the boy to go home.
This the crestfallen boy did, but soon afier he left, the bank gave way and the resulting hollow
which can now be seen at this place, is said to be where the unleashed waters of the canal tore
through and spent its fury. Thereafter, the place was called "nigger's elbow" and is still spoken of
as such today."*

Myth or not, the term which would be unacceptable today persisted in town records at
least until the October 4, 1937 Town Meeting.** The term referred to the peculiar bend in the
Farmington River opposite Westminster School which ran very close to the canal. This would
have been but a few hundred yards from the Jackson family property and it is highly probable that
one of the Jackson boys was the youth involved.

The Cooper family

More impressive than the modest headstones of members of the Jackson family in the
Hopmeadow Cemetery is the red granite monument erected in memory of Matthew Cooper,
funded by a public subscription collected after his death in 1915. Matthew was born into slavery ,
in Rappahannock, Virginia in the 1830's, the son of Aaron Cooper. He was said to have visible
scars on his back from repeated lashings.>* It is not known by what route he arrived in Simsbury
but it may have been via the underground railroad through Farmington. In 1869, Matthew and
Mary J. Elkey of Granby were married by Joseph Toy, an ordained Methodist clergyman as well
as manager of the Toy, Bickford safety fuse manufactory in Simsbury. Matthew was almost forty



years old and Mary, twenty-one.* The names of four of their children appear on the monument,
although all are thought not to be not buried there.

For many years, Mr. Cooper was a farm hand for Dudley McLean at Holly Hill farm, now
the Hopmeadow Country Club. The Cooper family must have enjoyed a warm relationship with
their employer, for the diary of Mary Payne McLean includes these entries for 1891: %’

September 1 - Willie Cooper died.
September 2 - Father [Mr. McLean] drove into Hartford to get a coffin.
September 3 - Funeral at the Cooper's quite well attended.

Cemetery records report that he was born in 1880 and died in 1890 at the age of ten, a date
probably arrived at when the monument was inscribed.

In his reminiscences, William Roger Greeley of Boston, a frequent visitor to the home of
his grandparents Mary and Dudley McLean, recalled a visit to the Cooper home:

"Grandpa and his three sons...ran the farm for awhile but when the sons began to teach school,
there had to be someone for regular help. Grandpa found a negro, Matthew Cooper (who had

two strong sons, Jobnny and Willy, and a lot of smaller children). Grandpa built him & small

house down the road apiece and paid him enough to support his family. "Mr. Cooper", as we
called him, was a hard worker with a good disposition. More than this, he had a powerful

interest in religious music. Before long there was am old parlor organ in his small "sitting room"
and one evening before supper Auat Sally took us down to hear Mr. Cooper play and sing.

There he was at the organ with a pair of gold-bowed (plate glass) spectacles to give dignity and
atmosphere to the occasion, and a hymnbook open in front of him. His wife and children were
scattered over the grounds in the dusk, oblivious to the approaching concert.

Lowell wrote: "Over his keys the musing organist, beginning fitfully and far away, first lets his

fingers wander as they list and build a dreamland for his lay. Then, as the touch of his loved
instrument gives hope and fervor, nearer draws his theme, first guessed by faint auroral flushes
sent along the wavering vista of his dream."

This describes it approximately if you accent the "fervor” and delete the “faint”. Now and then he
turned a page in the hymobook. This, as well as the spectacles, was a matter of correct form
only, as Mr. Cooper couldn't read. The concert was conceived without pre-arrangement for a
termination, but when we left it came to a close."®

When Matthew Cooper died, he was living in Weatogue with his wife and daughter
Josephine. The Farmington Valley Directory for 1918 listed Mrs. Cooper and Josephine under the
Weatogue address and noted that Matthew Cooper had died on Sept. 28, 1915.% His widow
lived until 1931.4

The Underground Railway

In his history of The Under nd Railway in Connecticut, author Horatio Strother
implies that runaways who had found temporary shelter at Deercliff Farm on the mountain in
Avon proceeded on to Simsbury.*! Although there are no records to show that Simsbury may
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have been an extension of the Underground Railway and there is no record of specific houses
which might have harbored those in transit, the late Mary Daniell, great-granddaughter of the
Reverend Allen McLean and niece of Senator George McLean, remembered that Mr. Cooper
worked on her grandfather's farm and was believed to have been a runaway slave. In her
conversation with historian William Vibert, author of Three Centuries of Simsbury, she
conjectured that the McLeans may have been involved with the fugitive slave activity.** It is more
probable that the escapees from Farmington and Deercliff Farm made their way by either water
land through Simsbury to the known hideaway in Granby and that Matthew Cooper alone stayed

behind in Simsbury.

The Civil War

The Civil War monument in Weatogue includes the names of seven African-American
soldiers who enlisted from Simsbury in that momentous battle.** The movie "Glory" has told
eloquently of the devotion and service of these men and their counterparts. Of the seven, six
served in the 29th Connecticut Regiment and one in the 31st, both designated as "colored." Only
one can be traced to his Simsbury residency, William Jackson. William died on the battlefield in
March of 1865, leaving his wife of four years, Helen Thompson.*® It is probable that Luther
Harris lived in Simsbury as well. The other five, Albert Cann and Orlando Bringmib, both of
whom died in battle, and George Brown 2nd, Sydney Kelsey, and Henry Saunders, may have
come from other communities or even other states to enlist under Simsbury auspices in response
to actions of the Town. In an effort to comply with President Lincoln's proportionate call, a
subscription had been taken in 1861 to support the families of men engaged in the Civil War. In
July of 1862, the town fathers, anxious to meet the required quotas, increased the bounty and
guaranteed the sum of one-hundred dollars to any man who would enlist from Simsbury. Added
to what amounted to a draft in August of 1863, this reward served as an inducement to lure many
men, including blacks, from other localities to sign up in Simsbury.* Granby, which had a larger
population of blacks, many of them intermarried with the Jackson, Reeder and Elkey families, sent
an even greater number to support the northern cause.

Aftermath

Although this study does not attempt to address the presence or roles of African-
Americans in Simsbury in the twentieth century, it is well known that Martin Luther King, Jr.
labored in the local tobacco fields and lived in the Work Camp on Firetown Road during the
summers of 1944 and 1945 when he was a student at Morehouse College. Corps of youth
workers from the south were brought north to replace the depleted agricultural labor force during
World War II. Groups of the young people were taken to worship in Simsbury churches and
Martin grasped the opportunity to sing with the choir in First Church, an appearance remembered

still by some of its senior members.*’
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APPENDIX

Tables

1850 U.S. Census: Simsbury: Persons listed as Black or Mullato
(a) Living in another household

(b) Living in separate household

1860 U.S. Census: Simsbury: Persons listed as Black

(a) Living in another household

(b) Living in separate household

1880 U.S. Census: Simsbury: Persons listed as Black

(a) Living in another household

(b) Living in separate household

Simsbury Birth Records: 1848-1872: Persons registered as black
Simsbury Marriage Records: 1848-1868: Persons registered as black
Simsbury area Marriages: 1824-1873:Persons noted as Black
Simsbury Deaths: 1810-1851. Persons noted as Black

Simsbury Deaths: 1906-1915. Persons noted as Black

1918 Simsbury War Bureau Census: Persons identified as black

Excerpts from Simsbury Cemetery Records
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Table IX

Simsbury War Bureau: 1918 Census

Population of Simsbury Over 14 Years of Age

Persons Identified as Black

Josephine Cooper

Mrs. Cooper

Jesse Jackson

Kevi or Levi Jackson

George Jackson (farm manager)

Mrs. George Jackson
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Weatogue
Weatogue
Tariffville
Tariffville
Weatogue

Weatogue



Table X

SIMSBURY CEMETERY RECORDS
Hopmeadow or Center Cemetery
Row 19
Cooper, Matthew H._, born 1830, died 1915.
Cooper, Mary J. Elkey, born 1850, died 1931
Cooper, Jennie, daughter of Matthew H. and Mary, born 1873, died 1894
Cooper, Josephine, daughter of Matthew H. & Mary, born 1881, died 1919
Cooper, Rachel J., daughter of Matthew H & Mary, born 1883, died 1891
Cooper, William L., son of Matthew H. & Mary, born 1880, died 1890
Row 18
Jackson, Harry, died Dec. 12, 1871, age 80 years
Jackson, Lavina, wife of Harry, died June 6, 1876, age 89 years
Jackson, Amelia, daight;zr of Harry & Lavina, died Mar. 15, 1889, age 79 years
Jackson, Peter [Jr.7] Nov. 23, 1819
Jackson, wife of Peter, Esther, died Sept. 21, 1857, age 98 years
Jackson, Esther, died Dec.11, 1857, age 64 years.

Reeder, Phoebe, died Aug. S, 1864, age 59 years

Non-Sectarian Cemetery (Tariffville)
Elkey, Katie A., daughter of John & Mary, died Oct. 10, 1891, age 32.

Town Farm Cemetery No inscriptions or records. However, town records state that Charles
Hendrick, age 60, was buried here in 1913,
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